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One common example is the accessibility 
ramp. When elderly and disabled veterans 
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for Veterans Day celebrations, accessibility 
ramps do the work required to help them 


reach their destinations! 
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Carving pumpkins is a fun Halloween 
tradition. To cut out the shapes, we use 


knives. A knife is a wedge. 
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shaft, or length ofthe rod. The thread is actually an inclined plane 
that spirals around the rod. Fasteners called wood screws are flat at 
: one end and pointed at the other end. Applying a twisting force to 
the flat end of a wood screw drives it into an object. 

A common example of a screw is the threaded base of a lightbulb. 
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Hanukkah, Christmas, and Kwanzaa. 


Tools are a popular gift for Father's Day. 
Power drills make using screws even easier. 
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A lever is a sturdy surface that pivots on a fixed point 


called the fulcrum. Levers are grouped into three classes, or 


categories. A lever's class depends on where the fulcrum is - 


in relation to the effort and load. 
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Imagine it is Earth Day, and you want to celebrate 
by planting a tree. You can use a wheelbarrow to carry 


the new tree to the spot where you want to plant it. 
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wheel. The load rests in the middle. 
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When you swing a baseball bat at a piñata, your —— 
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A pulley is a wheel that rotates 
around a narrow rod called an axle. 
A groove runs around the wheel, 
and a rope, chain, or cable is 
threaded through the groove. 
At one end of the rope, 
force is applied, raising the 
load at the other end of 
the rope. Pulleys can be 
set in place, or they can 
move along the length of 


the rope. 


Here, you can see a rope running 
around the wheel and axle of a pulley. 
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Making ice cream is a fun activity for warm-weather 
holidays, such as the Fourth of July. The handle of a crank 
ice cream maker li one acts as a wheel and axle. 
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Cars are driven on wheel and axles. You can also find them in 


much smaller sizes, though, like the inner workings of a clock. 


e use clocks to count down to midnight on New Year's Eve. 
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Ihe gears in the clock counting down the seconds to 
midnight on New Year's Eve are examples of wheel and 
axles. Parade floats travel on wheeled trailers, as do the 


odel trains you often see around Christmas. 
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